The origin of tooth number of the human deciduous dentition: a hypothesis.
The constant number of 5 teeth per quadrant in the human deciduous dentition is seen to be a result of the mitotic activity within the dental lamina which leads to a constant number of centers in which cells are compressed together. These centers in which, due to the compression, the cells become narrow and cylindrical and, due to subsequent bulging, wedge-shaped, are the prerequisite for the formation of the constant number of five tooth buds per quadrant.